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it did lately say of him, that if lie persevered in his present
measures, he would render himself " perfectly contemptible."'

" He told me he had made a curious hit in reading the
Timceus of Plato, as given by M. Martius. He finds in the
mouth of Polonius, the Jew, certain theoretical conjectures
respecting the gradual uprising of Continental masses, which
seem to harmonize exactly with the views of modern geolo-
gists. I told him of the King of the French's remark
about the ' growing of the land of Norway,' and the anec-
dote of the old Norwegian priest with whom His Majesty
conversed when a wanderer about the world.

" But the hour of three was approaching, and the Baron
got into ' double quick' to be in time for the royal table, and
I adjourned to the railroad ' restauration,' where I dined,
smoked my cigar, and wrote these memoranda." . . .

" I cannot leave Prussia without again confirming my
observations of former years. The troops of the line, cavalry
as well as infantry, are chiefly boys (I speak of the mass),
and the Landwehr are the best soldiers. How can cavalry
be worth anything, when a dragoon goes to his home after
three years' service, just when he is well formed? How
keep horses in condition with lads from the plough ? How
have good gunners after two years' practice ? Hence the
raw and awkward appearance of the sentinels, even at Berlin.
The system must be changed, or Prussia is sure to lose her
first campaigns against any old and well-disciplined army."

In entering Poland it was Murchison's intention to
gather from museums, professors, bergmeisters, and every
other available source of information, besides actual inspec-
tion of the rocks where visible, the nature and position of
the geological formations bordering the Russian tracts. At               l See p. 382, note.
